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rue LORD SHALL BRING A NATION AGAINST THEE FROM 
| AFAR, FROM THE END OF THE EARTH. 


\ MONG the OI of ſentiment” civil and religi- 
-. ous, which may probably provoke God's diſpleaſure 
againſt us, and involve us either in the curſe of the text, or 
in calamities ſimilar and equivalent to it, we may without 
ſcruple rank that malignant prejudice, which has prevailed 


of late years againſt this day's ſolemnity! Be men ever fo 2 


inclined to cenſure and condemn thoſe meaſures and mit- 
carriages which betrayed the unhappy Prince, whoſe fate 
we commemorate, to the ſevereſt ſufferings, and a moſt cruel 
death; humanity would till require, that they approve and 
applaud. that mäzhafimeus patience, wherewith he is al- 

A lowed 


LA. 

lowed on all hands, to have endured thoſe ſufferings, and to 
haye ſuſtained that death; — The ſame principle which 
might tempt them to execrate his exiſtence, ſhould prompt 
them alſo to revere his memory. — Bat if it be conſidered, 
that the murder of a king by the hands of his ſubjects is a 
thing in itſelf of great national infamy, inflamed and aggra . 
vated in the preſent inſtance by circumſtances of the moſt 
flagrant enormity — as — that it was not in battle, or in 
the confuſion of a tumult, but in the cool hour of fore- 
thought, and deliberate malice — that it was not decreed as 
a puniſhment, but deviſed as an expedient — not in fatis- 
faction of public juſtice, but in proſecution of private am- 
bition — againſt law — yet under the forms of law — and 
with the mockery of all judicial ſanctity; — the event of 
this day in this its complex character, of popular jealouſy 

 — diſſent and diſtraction — treaſonable and rebellious war 
which preceded it on the one hand,. and of that lawleſs ty- 
Tranny, oppreſſion, and ſlavery which followed it on the 
other, even excluſively of all regard to afflicted majeſty, muſt 
ſurely challenge our commiſeration as men, our com- 
punction as citizens. Then too if we bear in mind, that 
we are chriſtians profeſſed, and bound by that profeſſion to 
a belief in God, whoſe mercy is over all his works — by whom 
kings reign and princes decree juſtice — in whoſe hand is the pow- 
er of the earth — who bringeth the princes to nothing, and maketh 
the judges of the earth as vanity; without whom no commo- 
tions and convulſions of ſtates and nations can be brought 
to effect, and who turns the pride and preſumptuous paſſions 
of men, to their deſtruction, and to his own glory. — With 
what face ſhall we oppoſe ourſelves to the wiſdom, of go- 
. _ vernment, 


MR. 
vernment, which appoints this day to religious ſervice, ſueli 
as ſhall remind us of God's judgments in confounding theſe 
kingdoms, of his mercy in reſtoring them, and by prayer 


and humiliation, worthily diſpoſe us to deptecate his wrath, | 
— to implore his favour? | 


ye thus are we ſlid upon as great a queſtion, as can 
engage and exerciſe the human wit and imagination here 


below. A queſtion no other than the myſterious method 


of God's providence in ordering and controuling the affairs 
of men. — How to reconcile foreknowledge in God with 
freewill in man — fate and liberty — certainty and con- 


tingency —event and prophecy! Yet, whatever difficulties 


may thwart and obſtruct this inquiry, how ſhort ſoever our 
endeavours may come of their ſolution; the ſpeculation it- 
ſelf will ſuggeſt ſuch reflections, as ſhall glorify the power 
and wiſdom of God, and yield abundant uſe and comfort to 


ourſelves — both in our private conſideration as men, and in 


our cs as A e 


That e b ſcheme of erciaion; and its Important 
_ conſequences — the fall of our firſt parents — the promiſe 
of redemption — the deluge — the renewal of the world — 
the renewal of the promiſe in the covenant made with Abra- 
ham, and the final ratification of it in the incarnation of 
Chriſt — together with the fortunes and fates of chriſtianity 
— were all in the predeterminate view and contemplation 
of God; God's acknowledged attributes would force us to 
believe, were not that belief injoined by the word of the 
be ur it in the mouth of the apoſtle, affirming of all true 
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chriſtians that God has choſen them in Chriſt before the found- 
ation of the world — having predeflinated them unto the adoption 
of chularen by Ghrift Jeſus to himſelf — and of the goſpel diſ- 
penſation, that it is the fellowſhip of the myſtery, which from the 
beginning of the world bath been hid in God, who created all 
things by Teſus Cn according to the eternal purpoſe, which be 
Lord — according to his own purpoſe 
and grace which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus, before the world 
began. — Yet notwithſtanding we , profeſs, that man has 
been ever free — that no. neceſſity determines the human 
will — that our firſt parents fell through their own volun- 
tary corruption — that wilful ſin was the deſtruction of the 


firſt world — and, that it was ever in the power of all men, 


as under the Jewiſh diſpenſation, to proſelyte unto God; ſo 
under the chriſtian, to embrace the faith, and by living up 
to its laws, and in its ſacred duties, to become of themſelves 
with the aſſiſtance of the Spirit, the peculiar, nn. and 


- 


The Jews had the whole volume of their 1 deſtiny 
unrolled and opened to them by God's miniſters, their pro- 
phets; and the penal conſequences were preſignified to them 


of their declenſion and lapſe into the idolatrous licence of 


the neighbour nations. — Yet they ſtoned their prophets, 
and ſlighted their predictions — and were thus driven head- 
long by their own carnal conceits and luſts after ſtrange 
gods, into all thoſe miſeries and diſgraces, which nothing 
hindered, but they might have avoided by a ſtrict adherence 
to their law, and devotion to the God of their fathers. — 
After their return from captivity, when that ſignal deliver- 

| 1 A | ance 
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ance had impreſſed them ſo deeply, as to deter and e 
them from future idolatries, it was not yet of ſuch weight 
as to check their impieties. — From open oppoſition they 
prefently betook themſelves to ſecret machination — from 
violence to ſtratagem — and thought to cozen and elude 
that omnipotent power, whom they had ſo much to their 
coſt preſumed to refift. — The moral precepts of their law 
they ſacrificed to the ritual — the ſpiritual tenour and effect 
of it they explained and gloſſed away, and contenting them- 
ſelves with the bare ceremonial practice and obſervance of it, 
made that practice and obſervance the cover of their vice, 
and of as great wickedneſs of every kind, as could undo a 
nation. — And thus was it that their own free and uninflu- 
enced guilt and depravity, made them ripe for that curſe 
denounced on them in the text ſo many ages before, the 
Lord fhall bring a nation againſt thee from afar, from the end of 
the earth. — And as their barbarous perſecutions and ſlayings 
of the prophets, were types of thoſe cruelties, wherewith 
they perſecuted unto the death their laſt great prophet the 
Mefliah — fo did their criminal duplicities and prevarica- 
tions of heart, fill up their meaſure in that perfidious pre- 
text, concerted by malice for the crucifixion of Chriſt — 
the fear of the Romans. — Which odious pretence, where- 
by they fondly thought to gain and propitiate the Roman 
power by a murtherous act, which the Roman magiſtrate 
diſclaimed, and at the ſame time ſhelter their ſpiteful con- 
ſpiracy againſt their King and Saviour, brought up under 
God, the Romans againſt them, and made them in the over- 
throw of their kingdom, and in the diſperſion of their peo- 
_— an illuſtrious monument of God's juſtice in the fight 
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G6 ); 
of all nations, and of that vengeance which he is ever deter- 


mined to take on e in religion, and on \ treaſon in 
nn. 


The fate of han Romans i 18 168 as pregnant argument to 
our purpoſe, as that of the Jews. — Here was a people, who 
from ſmall origin and imperceptible beginnings, having 
fallen accidentally upon a military policy, when the oppor- 
tunity of their ſituation offered a commercial one — with 
principles of liberty inwrought in their government, which 
are not thought favourable to. foreign conqueſts; — in ſpite 
of all impediments, by mere human efforts, without viſible 
interpoſition of Heaven in their ſupport, increaſed and proſ- 
pered to that degree, as to advance their little predatory in- 


roads on their neighbours, into warlike expeditions againſt 


the greateſt nations; ſpread their triamphs through all the 
then flouriſhing world, and crown them with the ſubverſion 
and ſpoil of the Jewiſh ſtate and ſceptre. — And yet the Ro- 
mans were as unworthy to execute judgment on the Jews, 
as the Jews had been on the Canaanites of old. — They had 
been always diſcontented, craving, ambitious — . factious at 


home, perfidious abroad — Their inward corruptions had 


ever kept pace with their external ſucceſs and ſplendour. — 
They had adopted the vices of all their conquered nations, 
and had puſhed them to the moſt flagitious extremes; — 

till at length ſunk in degeneracy and effeminate ſloth, they 
ſuffered in their turn, what- the Jews had ſuffered at their 
hands, and eventually fulfilled the ſame prophecy of the text 


— for the Lord brought a nation _ them row afar, 
* the end of the earth. | 


Thus 


C4231 
Thus we ſee in the hiſtory of either moſt extraordinary 

people, that though the natural cauſes and conſequences of 
human paſſion, conducted each to their ſeveral deſtinies; yet 
their fates were knit together by an inviſible hand, and 
both were inſtances. of God's moral government, and inſtru- 
ments at the ſame time, of thoſe. great deſigns whöch his 
providence had projected and prepared for us. — To faith 
in Chrift crucified, it was neceſſary that the Jews ſhould ful- 
fil the prophecies in freely conſpiring againſt the Lord of 
Life. — To the propagation and progreſs of the chriſtian 
religion, it was neceſſary that the world ſhould be ſubdued 
and pacified — which the Roman power was deſtined to 
accompliſh. — To the fulfilling of the particular prophecy 
in the text, it was neceſſary that that power ſhould be 
brought againſt Jeruſalem, and that the Jews exterminated 
and ſcattered abroad, ſhould witneſs Chriſtianity to the moſt 
diſtant Gentiles — and to the ſame end, the fulfilling of pro- 
phecy, it was ſtill further neceſſary, that as Rome by its riſe 
and. proſperity, made open way to the goſpel liberty, ſo 
ſhould it alſo by its decline and fall, give room for the 
uſurpations of the Papal tyranny. _ 


This then is the queſtion - How it ſhould be, that men's 
wills operate freely, unconſtrained by any foreign forcible 
impreſſion, and without ſenſible ſtruggle and conteſtation 
from Heaven, and whilſt that they. have a mere natural event 
and iſſue, are yet ſwayed and directed by a preſiding provi- 
dence, to the diſplay of God's might or mercies in the world? 
Allowing this, that God takes advantage of men's paſſions, 
and conducts -them finally according. to his will; allowing 
God's 


6 
God's providence in all its extent, how ſhall we conciliate 
the independency of man, - with his implicit dependency on 
the power of God, and keep our liberty detached and diſtinct 
from an unnatural and harſh neceffity ? Shall it be ſaid, that 
men are free to form their reſolutions and habits, but that 
God may preſent to them ſueh objects of temptation, as they 
ſhall aſſume and appropriate by their own will and concu- 
piſcence? — And yet we are told that God tempts no man, 
but that every one is tempted of his own paſſions and luſts. 
Sor ſhall we fay, that. the principles and beginnings of 
action are in the power of man; but that the events of them 
are controuled by the Almighty, and that thus we may con- 
ne and unite our liberty with a ſupreme overruling influ- 
ence? But how ſhall events diſappoint our hopes, but by 
human means, and the agency of others? — This may ſhift 
the difficulty, but it does not remove it. Who is there, but 
in his life, has had his projects of happineſs, whereto 
he has counted upon' the concurrence of others, who beyond 
his expectation have croſſed his deſigns, and that too, 
to his good, which he may have afterwards acknowledg- 
ed, though at the time neither perceived by him, nor 
intended by them? How is it, that God has wrought 
ſuch a teſtimony of himſelf into the very nature of things, 
as that vice ſhould even here be its own pumſhment — that 
diſguſt and anxiety ſhould embitter pleaſures, — and the 
wicked to a man envy the good? — that though the world 
he overrun” with fin and wickednefs, yet virtue is ſtill in 
honour — that there are no righteous forſaken, — no merit 
friendleſs, — that thoſe who look up to God for their pro- 
viſion and maintenance, are more tranquil and at eaſe, than 
thoſe 


1 


thoſe of the moſt ample and aſſured riches and revenues. 
How is it with the grace of God? — Man is free to obtain 
— to loſe — to recover it. — It acts not vehemently, not im- 
petuouſly — yet effectually towards a change in the Man, 
who may be ſure of its effects, when he doubts: its opera- 
tions. — That God's allſeeing eye pervades and penetrates 
the heart, and converts the luſts of individuals, and the 
pride of princes to the manifeſtation of his juſtice, his ho- 
nour and glory, — Such is our faith — evidenced. and con- 
firmed to us, by the fates of men and of nations. — But to: 
accord and harmonize God's will with man's will — his pre- 
ſcience with our free agency — this is far beyond Us — it is. 
a myſtery which commands our awe and reverence — expli- 
cations of it on our parts would at beſt be but hing vanities. 
— It is our's to ſtate — to aſſert — to defend it : — to main- 
tain man free, and God omnipotent. To whom hath he given 
power to declare bis works; and who ſhall find out his noble acts? 
Who ſhall number the firength of his majeſty, and who ſhall alſo 
tell out his mercies? As for the wondrous works of the Lord, there 
may nothing be taken from them, neither may any thing be put 
unto them, neither can the ground F them. be found out. 


Since then the ſecrets of the divine ceconomy in the 
management and controul of human affairs, are ſo ſubtle 
and remote, as to baffle our moſt ſagacious ſearch and 
ſcrutiny; and ſince it becomes us all as reaſonable creatures 
to turn thoſe notions of the Deity, which are not of intel- 
lectual, to our moral and religious uſe and improvement ; — 
We may do well to reflect, — that it is no diſparagement, but. 
on the contrary highly creditable to man, to be under the. 

B inſpection. 


— . 
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inſpection and guidance of the great Being, who made Him. 
— That our concerns and actions, as on the one hand they 


do not float and fluctuate, the ſport of indefinite and capri- 


cious chance; ſo on the other, are not tied and captivated. 
by an inflexible irremiſſible fate: — That the failures of 


our hopes, and the diſappointments of our views, are pro- 
videntially contrived and compaſſed, —for our temporal bene- 
fit — perhaps for our future: — and as this cannot take 
place, but by the intervention of others, actuated by ſtrange 
inexplicable influence, — that ſuch a conſideration ſhould 
make us kindly and compaſſionately affected to all thoſe, who 
ſhall traverſe our meaſures and defeat our ends: and that as 
our diſtreſſes under God, and diſcomfitures here, may plead 
poſſibly in our behalf, for indulgence from him hereafter, 


ſo that the conſcience of God's ſovereign — ſuperintendance 


over us, and of our own free and unbiaſſed agency, ſhould 


keep us vigilant and on guard againſt the deceitfulneſs of 
ſin— the deſertion of our duty — the neglect of our reli- 
gion. 


But then as the ſhades of private and publie char ater 
are contiguous and coincident ; as when we offend God, we 


offend man too, by the prevalence of our example and the 


connexion of our crimes; — religion is of civil as well as of 
moral obligation, and the love of God muſt contain the love 
of our country. — The providence of God is partial and 
particular: — it levels us all: rich and poor, great and hum- 
ble, wiſe and ignorant, by birth, fortunes, honours, attain- 
ments how proudly ſoever ſeparated and diſtinguiſhed, — we 
are but one object of it. What God has joined together 


ſhall 
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ſhall man put aſunder? Shall we diſſociate what he deb ? 


— What caſuiſtry, what chicanery, what ſtatejeſuitiſm ſhall 
make good ſubjects of bad men, and commend thoſe to the 


confidence of a people, who are rejected and reprobated of 
God? — Private. vice. in God's ſight. 18 public iniquity. — 


Have we pride in our rights, and do we forget that they 


have no foundation but. ſelf-love — that intereſted and in- 


tolerant principle which ſociety ſcorns, law chaſtens, and 
religion abominates? — Do we aim at uncontrouled demo- 


cracy, which has ruined every government wherever it was, and 
this once; —and yet forget, whoſe heat, whoſe violence, whoſe 
ambition made that democracy neceſſarily dependent, and that 
dependence the only ſurety and ſecurity of our freedom? 


Are our heads giddy with liberty, and forgetting too on what 


precipices we ſtand, do we devour. all flatteries, which may 
ſoothe us in the conceit of it, and feel like the Athenian at 
the funeral. oration, high ſpirited and elate — with great 


thoughts of heart, and gallant ee, of the Mgnity 
of a Britiſh citizen? 


We have lived to ſee the ſame ſteps; which led to a ruin- 
ous rebellion with us in the laſt century, paced again and 
proſecuted in this: — new tables erected — new: covenants 
made — tribunitial aſſemblies ſelfconftituted, paſſing arbi- 


trary cenſures on the acts of the legiſlature, in contempt. of 


law, in defiance of. authority, = — with an.inhumanity .diſho- 
nourable to a civilized nation, — and with that wantonneſs of 
impunity, which takes even from ſedition the miſerable me- 
rit of plot and artifice. Are, ſuch to be put in mind — that 
they karl be the authors of evil, yet not of good — that 
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( 12 ) 
they may bring things into confuſion with us, yet be una- 
ble poſſibly to recover them to order? — That they may be 
hut infatuated veſſels of God's wrath, poured out both on 
themſelves and on us ? — God permitted not thoſe who had 
embroiled their king 1 in war, to reeſtabliſh him in peace — 
but brought 4 nation againſt them from afar — far enough 
from their expectation — and gave them up to the fury of a fana- 
tic army — king and people with them. — Was it ever but 
with us, and with the Jews at their laſt ſiege, that faction at 
home, and foreign war joined forces to a nation's ruin ? — 
Was it ever but with us that falſhood, ſlander, and contu- 
melious calumny made havock of all characters; uſhered 
daily and hourly into general notice, with the frankneſs of 
truth, the parade of literature, — and configned to poſterity 
in the ſame bottom, with the inventions of our wit, and the 
produce of our ſtudies? Are not theſe immoralities (to paſs 
over our vices) ſufficient of themſelves to bring judgment 
upon us? — Have we had no intimations, no ſigns of ſuch 
judgment? — We have ſeen our metropolis m flames — the : 
lives and fortunes of its citizens expoſed to aſſaſſination and 
rapine — the public faith endangered — the common pro- 
perty of the kingdom, of ourſelves, of our families — all at 
ſtake together. The hurricane has viſited our once flouriſh- 
mg iſles, and ſwept away fertility with the Beem of de firuc- 
nion. A mob! — A ſtorm! — Thus with he foo] we ſay i in 
our hearts there is no God. — If theſe be not intended warnings 
from Heaven — for God's ſake let us receive them as ſuch. 
 — Let the memory of our preſervations and eſcapes, work 
in us fach a ſtate and diſpoſition of heart and mind, as ſhall 
become us, if v we ſuffer Let us put away all thoughts, vain 
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grace alone gives us courage to approach thee; prepared, 


(133 
glorious of ourſelves, contemptuous of others, diſreſpectful 
of our rulers, diſregardful of our God — and at the expence 
only of our luſts, return to thoſe duties, which are collect - 


ively due from us — to the beſt natured of all governments 
— to the pureſt of all — — 


© To thee O God! in whoſe preſence we ſtand, whoſe 


< we truſt, in all contrition of ſoul, moſt humbly, moſt 

te devoutly to acknowledge, that if we are delivered from the 

« great and manifold dangers which threaten theſe king- 

% doms, and from the cruel combinations of all our ene- 

© mies; —it is thy hand and thy right arm which ſaves us, — 

5 2 worth — no virtue — no deſervings of our's — at leaſt 
— not of a people.” | 
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